
Ethics for Congregations 
Bible Study #3

Instructions 

Rather than expect one person to be an expert in reading the Bible, we believe 
the Holy Spirit guides each of us to understand the scriptures together.  
This Bible study is designed so that small groups of 3-5 people will prayerfully listen 
to and discuss the passage. The passage will be read a total of three times by a 
different person in the group. A focusing question has been provided to guide 
the conversation after each reading. 

Matthew 18:15-17 
If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault 
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained 
that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so 
that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two of three witnesses. If 
the member refuses to listen to the, tell it to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  
Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them.

Discussion Questions 

First Reading— What word, phrase, or image stands out to you? 
Second Reading— Why are good deeds so important for the Christian 
community? 
Third Reading—  What are you invited to do, be, or change through this passage?


