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Summer 2010        

Sharing God’s Love through Acts of Service 
 

Working for Peace      Caring for Creation   
Advocating Justice         Serving Human Needs 
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Community Houses Take Root 
 

Last year, BVS embarked on a new venture: intentional 
community living opportunities for volunteers. Partnering with 
Church of the Brethren congregations, we're inviting volunteers 
to consider making community living a part of their year of 
service –  not only serving at a project site but also working at 
building relationships in local neighborhoods and paying special 
attention to living together in community. In October 2009, our 
first BVS House opened in partnership with the Cincinnati 
(Ohio) Church of the Brethren. Four volunteers moved into a 
house just a block away from the congregation's building in the 
transitioning Walnut Hills neighborhood, and have spent the last 
nine months serving the community there and spending time 
together in spiritual formation and community building. The 
Cincinnati volunteers have chronicled their year in community 
on their blog, www.walnuthillshappenings.blogspot.com. 
 

The community living experiment has generated quite a bit of 
excitement among Brethren congregations, new BVS 

volunteers, and the BVS staff. The Cincinnati volunteers will finish their year there this fall, and BVS plans to 
continue the partnership with the Cincinnati congregation by sending new volunteers and establishing roots so that 
this community house might become a long-term fixture of the BVS program. We've also been in conversation 
with several other congregations around the country, and hope to start a second community house this fall in 
Portland, Oregon.  
 

If you're interested in becoming a part of a community house, or if your congregation might be interested in 
partnering with BVS to create one, contact Dana Cassell, BVS staff for Vocation and Community Living, at 
dcassell@brethren.org. 
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Brethren Volunteer Service is a Ministry of the Church of the Brethren 
www.brethrenvolunteerservice.org                 bvs@brethren.org 

                                 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120        800-323-8039             
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