
The Call

You may believe that war is a necessary evil.
You may believe that Jesus calls us 
to forsake all weapons.
You may not be sure what to believe.

Regardlessof your beliefs about
war, as part of a church seeking to
flesh out God’s love today, you are
called to welcome home all those who
have served in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Let us strengthen circles of care
around those who have experienced
the traumas of war — soldier and
peacemaker alike — by educating
ourselves about what they have faced
and seeking out healing resources 
that are available to them.

“But while he was still a long way off,
his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion for him;
he ran to his son,threw his arms around him 

and kissed him.”
— Luke 15:20 —

The Invitation

Will your congregation 
educate itself about what 

veterans have faced 
in Iraq and Afghanistan?

Will you support and 
reach out 

to military families 
in your congregation

and community? 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me,and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me … 

and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one 
of these little ones in the name of a disciple,

truly I tell you,none of these will lose their reward.”
— Matthew 10:40,42 —

We dare not forget the very real and 
very personal sacrifice of the men and

women fighting and dying in past 
and present wars.Christians will not

accomplish peace,will not be able to end
war and discontinue the practice 

of people killing people until a pacifist 
way is found to honor soldiers 
who have served in past wars.

— Stanley Hauerwas —

One in six American soldiers returning 
from Iraq shows signs of post-traumatic

stress disorder or other psychological 
problems.How will society, including 

faith communities,help these veterans? 
How will they and other veterans 

respond to American life after 
what they have experienced?

— relig ionlink.org —



Strengthening Circles of Care Around
Those Returning from War Zones

Fearing people is a dangerous trap,
but to trust the Lord means safety.

— Proverbs 29:25 —

The Welcome Home Project

Recommended

Down Range:To Iraq and Back 
by Bridget Cantrell,Ph.D., and Chuck Dean.

Addresses the challenges of the re-integration process 
from combatant to civilian.

Available at discount from On Earth Peace.

Assistance for Veterans

www.MilitaryOneSource.com – 1-800-342-9647 
Help with everything from medical needs to childcare.

Free for active duty, National Guard and reservists.

More resources for congregations and veterans,
are available from On Earth Peace:

(410) 635-8704
www.onearthpeace.org/welcomehomeproject.html
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