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New Mother’s Day Project is Seeking Artists 
 

We are in the process of launching a GWP Mother’s Day project that will invite people to donate in 
honor of their mother or someone who has been like a mother to them.  The money will go to fund 
projects that assist mothers around the world, and the honoree will receive a card stating a donation has 
been made in their honor.  Presently, we are seeking artists to submit drawings or paintings that would 
be appropriate for the front of these cards.  These submissions can be of any size, but will be adjusted to 
fit on a card approximately 6 ½” x 4 ½”.  Any artwork chosen would then become the property of GWP, 
but the artists of each work would be clearly identified.  Please send submissions to Global Women’s 
Project, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120. 
 

 

HELP WANTED: DISTRICT AND REGIONAL GWP REPRESENTATIVES 

Are you a Global Women’s Project supporter who loves to share the GWP story and invite others to join hands with 

our sisters around the world?  Then you may be just the person we need.  The GWP Steering Committee is looking for 

persons to serve as district or regional reps to help us share the GWP story & invite others to support this important 

ministry.  Reps will be encouraged to use a variety of avenues to network in their district or region.  Possibilities could 

include: writing articles for District/church newsletters, sharing GWP stories by e-mail, contacting local churches, 

youth groups, women’s and men’s fellowship groups, leading a workshop, offering a Sunday School class, or other 

creative ways to share the work of GWP & invite others to join in.  If you have interest, time and a passion for telling 

the GWP story, please contact Bonnie Kline Smeltzer, bksmeltzer@verizon.net or 814-237-2708 

 

Judi Brown, of N. Manchester, IN, is the newest mem ber of GWP Steering Committee.  Judi 
has grown up in the Church of the Brethren, both he r father & grandfather were life 
long pastors in the COB, & her mother traces her ro ots back to Peter Becker.  As a PK 
she lived in several communities, including Fresno,  CA, Whittier, CA, and Goshen, IN. 
She got her BS degree in sociology from Manchester College.  She and her husband, Mike 
Brown, have owned and operated a retail jewelry, gi ft and natural food store in N. 
Manchester for the past 33 years.  They have four c hildren (the youngest in high 
school), and one grandson.  Judi has been an active  member of the Manchester COB, 
serving as Witness Commission Chair and on the Exec utive Board for a number of years. 
She has a deep concern for peace and justice.  She has traveled to El Salvador and 
Nicaragua for workcamps.  She is also on the board of Manchester's Education for 
Conflict Resolution and is a trained mediator, help ing to train peer mediators in the 
public schools in Indiana.  She volunteers once a w eek at the county jail bringing 
craft projects to the women inmates.  Welcome Judi.                  See photo page 3  

WELCOME TO GWP’s NEWEST STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBER 
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Globalink is the newsletter produced by the 
steering committee for the Global Women’s 

Project.  Steering members include: 
Louie Baldwin Rieman of Indianapolis, IN 

Christy Van Horn of Cambridge, MA 
Bonnie Kline-Smeltzer of  State College, PA, 

Jacki Hartley of Elgin, IL 
Lois Grove of  Ivester, IA 

Judi Brown of No.Manchester, IN 
Globalink is produce & edited by  

Leslie Yockey Seese. Springfield, OR 
 

GLOBAL WOMEN”S PROJECT—OUR MISSION: 

To become aware of global poverty, oppression & injustice suffered by women around the world 

To recognize how our U.S. over-consumption & misuse of resources directly contribute to their suffering 

To examine & change our way of living & learn about our sisters’ lives 

To support self-help community projects that are led by, empower & benefit women in the US & developing areas 

To impose on ourselves, a tax on luxury items & use the money for grants given to help support projects that 

enrich, fulfill, liberate, educate & develop leadership of women globally. 

HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE? 

Learn about your global sisters, identifying their gifts as well as their needs! 

Examine your lifestyle & discern how you can be a better steward of your resources! 

Tax yourself for the luxury items you purchase or possess! 

Contribute money to the GWP fund rather than purchasing luxury items! 

Lead or organize a workshop that focuses on life in the global community! 

Publicize GWP.  Tell people about the lives of our global sisters in local and district newsletters & bulletins! 

  

 DO YOU HAVE A UNIQUE WAY THAT YOU TAX 
YOURSELF THAT MIGHT BE AN INSPIRATION TO 
OTHER READERS OF GLOBALINKS AND 
SUPPORTERS OF GLOBAL WOMEN’S PROJECT?  
WHY NOT SHARE YOUR IDEA WITH OTHERS.  
SIMPLY E-MAIL THEM TO LESLIE AT 
lyseese@efn.org OR DROP A NOTE IN THE MAIL 
TO LESLIE Y. SEESE, 239 WEST K ST. 
SPRINGFIELD OR 97477 



 

 
The following letter is a letter to Louie Baldwin R ieman from Sister Stella about the 
project that we have been supporting and are blesse d by the determination of a few women 
to make a difference in the lives of so many in Afr ica.  

Hi my dear Louise and Dear friends, 

As I informed you in my letter, there has been a lo t of development at the women's 
center in Uganda. This would not have been possible  without your help. I thank you 
so much on behalf of all BSBCTWA, INC., women.  

From the $1000 grant you gave to BSBCTWA, INC., in 2005- $500 went towards meeting 
the needs at the center in Uganda. Three buildings have been raised- most of the 
work like baking the bricks was done by the women t hemselves so the money was 
spent on buying roofing materials, transportation a nd sustaining those who have 
left everything to take care of the center. The oth er $500 was spent on running 
the office in Indianapolis.  

100 women meet at the center in small groups every month to follow educational and 
skill programs Olivia the Director and the other le ading women are supervising.  
This ending year (2005) emphasis has been on acquir ing strength for a collective 
voice to stop the inheriting of women in Iganga reg ion where the center is 
located. This is an emergency because of the high r ate AIDS is being spread by the 
practice. Also one of BSBCTWA, INC., women from the  Eastern part of Uganda has 
mobilized women to fight female circumcision. She s aid she is not going to give up 
until it is stopped. BSBCTWA, INC., supports this w oman with transportation money 
to be able to meet people in authority and the elde rs in some villages in 
question.  

The group from the U.S.A that was going to Uganda i n September 2005 to film a 
documentary about the practice and other traditions  did not go due to lack of 
funds. We have rescheduled for June 2006. We hope t he documentary will create more 
awareness even among other tribes to join effort to  stop the practice of 
mutilating young girls and terminating their educat ion and marrying them off pre-
maturely. 

People of good will have helped us to collect a lot  of books for the adult 
education programs for the women and the children t hat BSBCTWA, INC., is able to 
reach. At present we are trying to raise money to s hip the books and to be able to 
take the trip and do the documentary in June. 

Your loving Sister Stella Sabina Santana. 

 

OUR PROJECT IN AFRICA: 

Hurricanes, Tsunamis, Tornadoes, Dam breaks, Wildfires, Wars, Genocide, Drug Addiction, Rampant Poverty, Homelessness, 
Violence, Capital punishment, Catastrophic Illnesses.  Will the list ever end?  It seems that every day another form of violence makes 
the headlines of the newspapers.  Sometimes I bring in our local paper and don’t even want to look at the headlines much less read the 
articles.  How can I, as one person with limited resources, make a difference in this chaos?  As a member of a very tiny congregation, I 

have been privileged to see how just one person and a small group of people can make a difference in the lives of people living in 
chaos.  Over the last couple of years one member of the Springfield Church of the Brethren has boldly made a stand.  She will, 

unannounced, pull out a globe-shaped bank that she bought from SERRV and stand up front and announce that it is time to make a 
difference and change the world with OUR change.  She explains that the bank will go through the rows of the congregation and 

everyone is asked to empty their coin purses, pockets, or wallets of all the coins they are carrying.   The treasurer doesn’t like getting 
all that change but she has found a way to get it counted at the bank.   The money goes to some timely project that is not in our regular 

budgeted giving.  So, as a challenge, I encourage you to boldly make a stand, and call your faith community to CHANGE THE 
WORLD.  We find that our regular offering is not affected at all & in fact it inspires us to move from our standard way of giving and 

to realize that we all can dig a little deeper & give a little more.  (Pat usually warns visitors that there is a metal detector in the doorway 
and they will be found out if they leave with any change in their pockets!)  Make a difference and see how easy it is to just make a bold 
                                                                              stand to  CHANGE THE WORLD!                             ----------Leslie Y. Seese, editor 
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 Volunteers Needed for Annual Conference 

 

Global Women’s Project will have a booth at the 2006 Annual Conference in Des Moines, IA.  

Not only do we want you to stop and visit us, but we’re also looking for some volunteers to 

help staff the booth during high traffic times.  So, if you are a former steering committee 

member or just have a passion for our work, consider volunteering an hour or two at our 

booth.  If tentatively interested, you can email Jacki at jackihartley@hotmail.com and she 

will coordinate schedules closer to Annual Conference. 

 

Project Mulukuku, Nicaragua 

GWP continues to support the community of Mulukuku by providing funds to help the 

women’s clinic provide medicines and medical supplies.  After surviving hurricanes and post-

war violence, Mulukuku remains a strong force of women who strive to support themselves 

and their families.   The tenacity of the women that started the community have gone on to 

influence and inspire many in Nicaragua to take the first steps to changing lives in this war-

torn and natural disaster ravaged country.  

Want to learn more about Muluku and other 

projects that GWP has helped?  Try going to our 

website  and reading some of our past issues. 

http://www.brethren.org/genbd/witness/gwp.htm 

 

You can also find out how to contact the current 

members of the steering committee.  If you would 

like to host the steering committee for a 

fundraiser/planning meeting event you’ll find their 

contact information there, too. 
 

A Farewell and Thank you to Leslie Seese!  

 

When a committee member completes their term of 

service, it doesn't always mean their work is finished.  

Last year we said goodbye to Leslie Seese.  Leslie 

brought with her a 'grounded presence' that helped to 

steer the direction and decision making process during a 

time of transition for GWP.  Leslie is a hard worker, 

generous with her time, often forsaking sleep to ensure 

an article would make it to the publisher on time.  

Though her term is completed, Leslie continues to 

support GWP generously by editing and mailing our 

biannual newsletter from her home in Springfield 

Oregon.  Thank you Leslie, for all you've done and 

continue to do! ------------Christy Van Horn-------------- 
 

THIS AND THAT IN GWP! 

Newest Member of the Global Women’s Project Steering Committee, Judi 
Brown of North Manchester, Indiana.   Judi says, “I am excited to start 
working with GWP to help connect the women in the Church of the Brethren  
with women around the world as we try to bring peace and empowerment to 
all.”   


