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Dear Mission Partners:

Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known among the nations what he has done.
Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.” – Psalm 105:1-3

Carol and I send greetings from sunny Nigeria. While most 
of you are getting out your warm clothing and turning up the
thermostat, we are enjoying one of the more pleasant times of
the year in Nigeria. It hasn’t rained for about three weeks so
we are well into the dry season. The harmattan (dust that
blows in from the Sahara Desert) hasn’t begun to encroach
from the north yet, and so the days are sunny and pleasant-
ly warm, and the nights are pleasantly cool. I’m writing our
Christmas letter on Thanksgiving Day, a time for feasting 
and family get-togethers back home, but just another day
here in Nigeria. Carol began the day feeling a little sad 
that we couldn’t be with our children and grandchildren for
Thanksgiving, but her disappointment gave way to joy when
when the mail arrived, and we received some pictures of 
our beautiful new granddaughter.

There have been many staff changes in Nigeria since our 
last newsletter. Nancy Steedle, who taught at the Women’s
Development Center in Kwarhi, has nearly finished her first semester of graduate studies at
Yale. And Matt Haren, who taught social studies at Hillcrest School in Jos, is now married
and experiencing the blessings and challenges of married life.  

Five new staff members have arrived, and have begun their work since we sent out our last
newsletter. Brandy Fix arrived in August, and is lecturer at Kulp Bible College (KBC). 
Following her graduation from Bethany, Brandy was the pastor of the Wabash (Ind.) Church
of the Brethren for three years. The big news surrounding Brandy’s arrival to Nigeria is that
she and Paul Liepelt, another lecturer at KBC, were married on Oct. 1. Paul and Brandy met  
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Mbode Ndirmbita (left) and Patrick Bugu (right)
celebrate the marriage of Paul Liepelt and
Brandy Fix.

at Bethany, and decided to have a Nigerian
wedding because of their friendships with Patrick
Bugu, principal of KBC, and Mbode Ndirmbita.
vice-principal at KBC. We don’t know for sure
if Paul and Brandy are the first two Church of 
the Brethren missionaries to be married in Nig-
eria, but that is the recollection of our Nigerian
brothers and sisters.

The people of EYN (Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a
Nigeria-Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) were
delighted to have a Nigerian wedding ceremony
for two expatriate missionaries. They took great
pride in showing Paul and Brandy the “Nigerian”
way to do a wedding. Since neither Paul nor
Brandy’s parents were able to come to Nigeria,
Brandy was given into marriage by Esta Filibus,
the wife of Filibus Gwama, the president of EYN,
and Karagama Gadzama, a former officer and

one of the most respected senior members of EYN. All of the wedding attendants were
Nigerian friends and colleagues. The ceremony took place in the KBC chapel and was a
blend of contemporary and traditional Nigerian practices and customs. The reception that
followed was held outdoors next to the chapel. Music was provided by the local youth band
and ZME (Women's) choir. A team of local dancers entertained the guests with the traditional
dances.

On Nov. 12, Gerald and Eleanor Roller, Roanoke, Va., and Tom and Janet Crago, Colo-
rado Springs, Colo., arrived in Nigeria to do short-term mission projects. Gerald is a retired
medical doctor and Eleanor is a retired nurse. Gerald will work as a medical consultant to 
the Rural Health Department of EYN. This is the fifth time the Rollers have come to Nigeria 
to do short-term mission work. As a young woman, it was Eleanor’s dream to serve as a 
missionary. Her work in Nigeria is a fulfillment of that dream.

Tom and Janet Crago have also come to Nigeria a number of times to do short-term mission
projects. Their current project is to help EYN reorganize its pension program. The Nigerian
Federal Government has recently passed legislation that will significantly affect the pension
programs of many organizations. The Cragos bring a set of gifts and skills that will help EYN
to improve its present pension program and make it compliant with the new legislation.

Callie Surber and Stephanie Hartley continue their Brethren Volunteer Service assignments
as teachers at the EYN Comprehensive Secondary School in Kwarhi. Callie teaches English
and is a supervisor at the girls’ dormitory. She also coaches the boys basketball team. 
Stephanie teaches math and geography and helps with the volley ball and football (soccer)
programs. They live in a house on the KBC campus and are appreciated for the many
contributions that they make to the EYN community. 

It seems that with each newsletter Carol and I highlight a new project that we have become
involved in. In recent months Carol has received training at Hillcrest School in a program that
provides individual educational therapy to students with learning disabilities. Hillcrest has a
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program that they call the Discovery Center that provides assistance to students with learning
disabilities. Twice a week Carol teaches at the Discovery Center. Her commitment to this
project has limited her ability to travel with Bob as frequently, but she continues to share her
life and gifts in a variety of other ways.

In recent months, Bob has helped to
develop and give leadership to the
congregational renewal team that has
taken a renewal program to many EYN
congregations. The renewal program is
called the Jesus Jubilee. The Jesus
Jubilee is a three-day event hosted by
congregations on Friday through
Sunday. The aim of the program is to
stimulate the growth and maturity of
Christian discipleship in EYN con-
gregations. On Friday the emphasis is
on identifying the obstacles to spiritual
growth. On Saturday the emphasis is
on identifying the stages of develop-
ment that a disciple must go through 
on the way to maturity in Christ. On
Sunday the emphasis is on developing
a dynamic personal and corporate
prayer life within the faith community.
So far nearly 10,000 people have
participated in the Jesus Jubilee, and
many other congregations have re-
quested a visit from the team. The
program has received great support
from the members of EYN, and Bob
has been asked to develop a similar
program for EYN’s pastors and
evangelists.  

An outgrowth of this effort has been the development of the EYN Office of Pastoral
Development with Rev. Anthony Ndamsai serving as the coordinator. Bob has been asked to
help Anthony launch a program of pastoral development that will refresh and equip EYN
pastors. For this work, EYN has been divided into five regions, and each region has been
organized to provide pastoral development events twice a year. Bob and Anthony will give
leadership to the fourth pastoral development seminar in the town of Michika during the 



4

first week of December. So far 480 ministers (pastors and pastoral leaders who are not yet
ordained) have attended a pastoral development seminar. Nearly 85 per cent of the pastoral
leaders from each region have attended one of the seminars. This high level of participation
indicates an earnest desire on the part of EYN pastors to continue their pastoral training. By
next April, Rev. Ndamsai should be ready to take over the Pastoral Development Program,
and Bob will be free to move on to another project.

The work of all of your Church of the Brethren mission partners is far more extensive than we
are able to share in this brief newsletter. Please know that all of us are trying to faithfully
continue the work of Jesus in Nigeria. We both need and desire your prayers. Carol and I
look forward to meeting with and talking to many of you about the work of the Church of the
Brethren in Nigeria.

Please hold in Prayer:

• Paul and Brandy Liepelt as they prepare to make a brief visit to the States due to the
death of Paul’s grandfather.

• Gerald and Eleanor Roller as they begin their work with the EYN Rural Health
Department.

• Tom and Janet Crago as they move from Jos to Mubi and begin their work with the
EYN Pension Program.

• Callie Surber as she teaches and supervises students at the EYN Comprehensive
Secondary School. And for safety and health during her travels over the Christmas
break.

• Stephanie Hartley as she teaches and encourages students at the EYN Compre-
hensive Secondary School, and as she winds up her first year of service in Nigeria.

• Carol Krouse as she continues her work at the Discovery School and as she prepares
to teach at an HIV/AIDS event in December. 

• The Jesus Jubilee program as it continues to spread from congregation to
congregation in EYN. May it bring spiritual renewal and refreshment to individual
members and EYN as a whole.

• EYN’s new Pastoral Development Program, especially Rev. Anthony Ndamsai, who
coordinates the program, and his wife Saratu and their five children.

• Please pray for the safety of missionaries living in Jos, as there is a new outbreak of
armed robberies in that area.

• Please pray for traveling mercies for mission staff that have to be on the highways. 
Traffic fatalities are a major cause of death in Nigeria.

• The work of the HIV/AIDS committee.
• President Filibus Gwama, and EYN’s other leaders.
• The church consultation that will take place in January involving the leaders from

EYN, the Church of the Brethren, and Mission 21.

Blessings,
Bob Krouse


