


WORSHIP RESOURCES

Call to worship:
(based on Psalms 36:7-9 and 136:1-4, the Message)

One: Come! Give thanks to God, who 
deserves our praise!

All: for GodÕs love never quits.

One: Give thanks to the God of all gods, 

All: for GodÕs love never ends.

One: Thank the miracle-working God, 
whose skill formed the cosmos,

All: for GodÕs s love never quits.

One: Thank Creator God, who laid out earth on ocean
foundations, who filled the skies with light!
God alone does great wonders, for GodÕs love
never ends!

All: How exquisite is your love, O God! How eager
we are to run under your wings, to eat our fill
at the banquet you spread as you fill our cups
with Eden spring water. YouÕre a fountain of
cascading light, and you open our eyes to light. 

Opening hymn suggestions:
ÒCome, let us all unite to singÓ 12 (Hymnal)

ÒLove Divine, all loves excellingÓ   593 (Hymnal)

Invocation: God of love beyond our understanding, fill us with
your love. Move us to know it more fully. Inspire us to be channels
of Christ-like love — offering compassion, hope and justice to those
we meet nearby, and those with whom we share in places far
away. Amen.

Confession: Loving Creator, you gift us with unconditional love.
We know your love embraces all time and all people, yet we con-
fess that we want your love on our terms - and we want to share
your love in our own ways. Forgive our shortsightedness when we
embrace only those within our circles of friends and faith. Forgive
our smallness when we save our love only for those we think are
worthy. Forgive our closed minds when we judge others and hold
them at armÕs length. Forgive our timidity when we hide our love
in fear. Help us to expand our loving, O God. Speak to our hearts.

(Time of silence) 

Assurance: (based on Romans 8:28, 37-39)
Brothers and sisters, we know that all things work together for
good for those who love God, who are called according to GodÕs
purpose. We are more than conquerors through GodÕs love É for
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any-
thing else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Prayer hymn suggestions: 
ÒJesu, Jesu, fill us with your loveÓ 1065 (Hymnal Supplement)

ÒSpirit of lifeÓ     1129 (Hymnal Supplement)

Offering invitation: 
(Use an unusual, bright basket to receive the morning offerings.
Such items are available from SERRV - A Greater Gift, on-line at
www.agreatergift.org). 

In the Nigeria Brethren churches, worshippers give extravagantly.
The women, dressed in vibrant colors, dance the offerings up to
the front of the church, grateful for GodÕs daily guidance in their
lives. The men march down the aisles with more dignified joy, but
always with passionate song. Let us give today with laughing, lov-
ing, dancing hearts, in response to all that God has done in our
lives. As we celebrate our call to love all, let us bring our offerings
joyfully to this brightly colored basket in this sacred time.  

(If you are also observing World Communion Sunday, a sug-
gested hymn is ÒLet us talents and tongues employÓ (Tune:
Linstead, Jamaican folk song, Copyright 1975 'Hope
Publishing Company)

Suggested prayers of dedication:
In unison: God of unlimited love, we give you thanks for all your
gifts to us. Sometimes, as much as we have, we would like more:
More to share, more to look at, more to hold É just more! Bless
these gifts we offer - and please, make them more. Send them on
to places and people where the gifts will become more: more
comfort, more hope, more justice, more love. Amen.
(Jane Sorenson)

Responsive: 
ÒA litany of dedicationÓ 1115   (Hymnal Supplement)

ChildrenÕs time or intergenerational activity  
How many of you have ever built something? (Invite a few to
share what theyÕve built.) Have you ever thought about the word
building with the word friendships? ThatÕs what weÕre going to
practice together today: building deep, solid friendships by being
more kind and more friendly in our daily lives.

For instance: How do we usually say hello in North America?
(Listen for answers.) When we say, ÒHow are you?Ó what is the
answer we expect to hear or give? (ÒFineÓ or ÒVery well, thank
you.Ó) Sometimes our answers are automatic and donÕt seem very
loving. Do you always feel greeted and loved the way we greet
one another?

In Nigeria, the people have a very beautiful and special greeting:
ItÕs ÒLafiya Ò [LaÕ-fee-yuh] (To the children: Can you say the word?)
It means, ÒAre you well?Ó and includes the idea of asking how a
person is in body, mind and spirit. It is a greeting of wellness and
wholeness. Often, itÕs asked along with a long string of other
questions, like, ÒIs your family well?Ó ÒIs your farm well?Ó ÒHow
are you in your tiredness?Ó ÒIs everyone in your compound well?Ó
ÒAre your cattle or sheep well?Ó

LetÕs try this greeting with each other now. For adults: Look a pew
neighbor in the eye and give a greeting of well-being. Say: ÒAre you
well today?Ó The response is: ÒLafiya.Ó For children: Reach out and
take anotherÕs hand and say, ÒAre you well today? I am glad that
you are my special friend.Ó (Take plenty of time for this exercise.)

Here is something everyone can do this week: Ask a friend or fam-
ily member, ÒHow can I be a better friend to you?Ó ÒHow can I
show that I love you?Ó Try to really listen and follow up on what
the person says. ThatÕs a way to begin building better friendships!

Have the children repeat each line of a closing prayer: Jesus, you
are our deep and wonderful friend. Help us to greet and treat
each other with love. Help us to build each other up so we build
your love on earth. Amen.

Closing hymn suggestions:
ÒHere I am, LordÓ       395 (Hymnal)
ÒThe love of our SaviorÓ       1113 (Hymnal Supplement)
ÒPass it OnÓ (Kurt Kaiser)               35 (Brethren Songbook)

Benediction or sending suggestions:
Brothers and sisters, GodÕs love is a personal gift for each of us.
But it does not stop with you. It flows from you into our worship-
ping community. And from within these walls and these relation-
ships, it flows out and beyond into this country and far beyond
into a world that hungers and thirsts for GodÕs redeeming, uncon-
ditional and eternal Love. Go from this place and spread the good
news of that Love!

Litany (Jane Sorenson)

Leader: I heard you calling, Lord; here I am.
What do you ask of me?

People: To love our neighbors as ourselves;

Women: to feed the poor;

Men: to visit the sick;

Youth: to encourage the weary;

Adults: to comfort the sad;

Men: to house the homeless;

Women: to teach GodÕs love and GodÕs word.

Leader: But how am I to do this?

People: We do not act alone:  we do not love alone.
God is with us in this work. God is with us in
this call.

ALL: God is with us! Amen!

Additional resources: 
Be sure to check for additional worship resources and 
downloadable background slides (for congregations 
using Powerpoint or multi-media options) at
www.brethren.org/genbd/funding/opportun/WorldMission.htm  

Ò... And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.ÓÑHebrews 10:24 - NIV

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN WORLD MISSION OFFERING 
SUGGESTED DATE:  OCTOBER 14, 2007

THEME INTERPRETATION and SERMON NOTES

Called to love all - The phrase rolls easily off the tongue, but it is
not a simple clich� - nor is active response always easy. Our theme
and text invite us to consider divine love in three dimensions: person-
al experiences of God as love, loving relationships within the faith
community, and the call to share GodÕs love with the whole world. 

Loving within the faith community: JesusÕ greatest com-
mandment was to love one another (John 13:34-35). Many scrip-
tures echo this call to act lovingly amongst ourselves (John 15:12-
13, 17; 1 John 4:7, 11-12). By nature, we love our families and form
loyalties to our immediate ÒvillageÓ or ÒtribeÓ (friends, Christian
brothers and sisters). But love within our midst can become weak
or strained, and it is often not what we experience or what others
see inside the church. When we narrowly limit our love, focus only
on ourselves, or find ÒloopholesÓ in the call to love, faithfully living
out GodÕs love becomes difficult. We can be gentler in our relation-
ships with one another by recalling the strong language in I John
4:20: We cannot say we love God whom we have not seen while
relating hatefully to our brothers and sisters whom we have seen. 

Widening the circle of love: ÒLoving allÓ may not be our natu-
ral tendency, yet Jesus calls us beyond the boundaries of our com-
fort. By word and action, Jesus instructs us to extend GodÕs love to
everyone — to expand the circle to include despised ÒneighborsÓ
(tax collectors, Samaritans), those beyond our sacred borders
(Gentiles), those outside our hearts (our enemies) (Mt. 4:43-48)
and, clearly, to love all in the world (Mt. 28:19-20).  

Spurring one another on to love: Our scripture asks us to be
encouragers, to nurture each other on to love and good deeds.
The NRSV translation challenges us to think differently about JesusÕ
call: In it, Paul tells us to intentionally provoke, or aggressively help

each other find ways to extend love and do good. The language is
bold, even outrageous. It suggests we incite loving actions in each
other! Most of us were taught never to provoke another or to
incite anything, but here we are told to do just that! The language
summons — even pushes — us beyond real or imagined boundaries
into unknown territory. The words demand that together we
become passionate about our acts of faith!  

Answering the call - Love in action: Church of the Brethren
General Board mission workers are among those who have heard
and wrestled with JesusÕ call to love beyond familiar borders.
They put their love into action in places where many of us cannot
go. Their work, completed on our behalf, shows the loving pres-
ence of Christ which we share world-wide; through them, our cir-
cle of love is widened. Learn more about current mission work-
ersÕ call and ministry in the enclosed highlights from Global
Mission Partnerships, entitled ÒStories of GodÕs Call to
Mission.Ó Additional copies are available from Brethren Press Ñ
see order form.

Loving extravagantly: As stewards of the grace of God (I Pet.
4:10), we are called to carry gospel love into the world. The World
Mission Offering is one among many practical methods by which
we Òspur each other on to love and good deeds.Ó Your generous
gifts make possible sharing GodÕs expansive love with many around
the world: We help train pastors for the growing church in Nigeria,
teach children about Jesus in community Bible Schools in the
Dominican Republic, reach out to women and children in a favela
community to offer hope in Brazil, nurture a new body of believers
in Haiti, and will soon have people on the ground to foster peace,
heal and rebuild the war-ravaged communities of southern Sudan.
By these actions and many others, GodÕs mission is advanced. The
dollars that you give enable the church to be a more effective wit-
ness for Christ in our world today. Please give lovingly!  

ÒYou can give without loving. But you cannot love
without giving.Ó  ~Amy Carmichael (1867-1951), missionary to India

ÒThey do not love that do not show their love.Ó  
~ John Heywood
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