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It’s been
125 years
since the
Brethren
worshiped
together
like this 
at Annual
Meeting.
The last
time this
took place
was at a
field in
Indiana in the late 1800s, after
which the Church of the Brethren
and the Brethren Church split. 

On July 13, 2008, these two
Brethren denominations held
Sunday morning worship together
at the 300th Anniversary
Conference, held in Richmond, Va.

The Conference sang on this
historic morning, “Brethren, we
have met to worship and adore the
Lord, our God!”

The Church of the Brethren
and the Brethren Church both
stem from the Brethren movement
that began in 1708 in the village
of Schwarzenau, Germany, where
the eight founders of the move-
ment were baptized in the Eder
River. At the Anniversary
Conference, water was poured
into a fountain worship center

from the Eder River, from
Wissahickon Creek in
Philadelphia where the first
Brethren baptisms in America
took place, and from the districts
of the Church of the Brethren and
the Brethren Church.

The whole of Sunday was
given to anniversary events. After
worship, the John Kline Riders
greeted worshipers on the plaza
outside the coliseum; the group
remembers the life of Civil War-
era Brethren leader and peace-
maker John Kline. 

That afternoon, participants
had their choice of workshops
under the theme “An Experience
of Brethren Faith Journeys.” An
evening celebration of mission
featured music and stories from
the international mission work of
the Church of the Brethren and
the Brethren Church.

In addition, a Service Blitz and
a food drive marked 300 years of
Brethren faithfulness by sharing a
witness of service and caring with
the Richmond community.

Anniversary committees from
the two denominations worked
jointly on the celebration. The
Church of the Brethren’s 300th
Anniversary Committee had been
planning for this Conference for
eight years.

Brethren meet for
historic gathering

Location: Richmond, Va.
Leadership: Moderator
James Beckwith, assisted
by moderator-elect David
Shumate and secretary
Fred Swartz
Attendance: 6,184 people
registered, including 864
delegates
Blood Drive: 247 units
were collected
Food Drive: 3,655 pounds
of food and $613
Service Blitz: Brethren
gave 925 service hours to
Richmond
Quilt Auction: raised
$19,200 for hunger

Conference
snapshot

With over 6,000 participants, Annual
Conference once again gave Brethren a
smorgasboard of fellowship opportunities.
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Upcoming General Board-
related events and activities:

September 1 —5 National
Older Adult Conference, Lake
Junaluska, N.C.

September 7 Fall curriculum
quarter begins 

September 26 —28 Brethren
Volunteer Service 60th
anniversary celebration, New
Windsor, Md.

October 1 —31 Disabilities
Awareness Month 

October 1 —31 Domestic
Violence Awareness Month

TAPESTRY is a newsletter high-
lighting the mission and ministries
of the Church of the Brethren. It is
published by the Office of Identity
and Relations; Becky Ullom, edi-
tor.
TAPESTRY is inserted in each

SOURCE mailing and posted on
www.brethren.org; congregations
and districts are encouraged to
make copies for distribution.

RESOURCE CORNER

FOR THIS WE PRAY
Week of Sept. 7: Give praise for
vibrant worship, saying thanks for
the gifts of music and scripture that
allow us to celebrate Jesus Christ
in community.

Week of Sept. 14:Pray for mem-
bers of the Congregational Life
Team as they fellowship, provide
counsel, and share resources with
congregations.

Week of Sept. 21:Pray that your
congregation will continue to
expand its ministry of hospitality to
visitors. Pray for the energy and
opportunity to connect with people
in your neighborhood.

Week of Sept. 28:Thank God for
all the volunteers who carry out the
large and small tasks of our congre-
gations, enabling mission and min-
istry as the church reaches out.

Portrait of a Peoplesummarizes the 
findings of the
Brethren Member
Profile 2006, the
most comprehen-
sive and represen-
tative survey of
Brethren members
ever conducted. To
order, call Brethren
Press at 
800 - 411 -3712.

Merger approved, forbearance p aper adopted
Annual Conference moderator
James Beckwith led the business
sessions. The delegate body dealt
with several major items.

Resolutions approving the plan
and agreement of merger of the
Association of Brethren Care-
givers (ABC) and the General
Board, and including the functions
of the Annual Conference Council,
were adopted unanimously. The
action creates a new organization
of the two agencies, changes the
name to Church of the Brethren,
Inc., and approves articles of incor-
poration and bylaws.

The Resolution Urging
Forbearance brought by ABC, the
General Board, and On Earth Peace,
was adopted with one amendment.
It reviews Brethren tradition and
related scripture, and resolves to
commit to practices of forbearance
amid differences. 

Concerns came particularly
from districts recently involved in
conflict, with questions about
whether the paper changes polity
and would bypass district decisions. 

ABC executive director Kathy
Reid said, “It does not change poli-
ty. This is a call to remember our

heritage as brothers and sisters in
Christ and hold each other in love.”

An update to the Ethics in
Ministerial Relations paper was
adopted with several amendments.
Mary Jo Flory-Steury, executive
director of Ministry, explained
that the update comes out of 12
years of experience of using the
1996 paper in the denomination.

A Resolution on Slavery in the
21st Century was adopted.

A Resolution on Ministers’
Medical Insurance Crisis was
adopted, reaffirming the value of
congregations providing insurance
for pastors and their families.

The concern of the Query:
Conference Witness to Host City
was adopted.

A revision to the Annual
Conference paper on Unfunded
Mandates also passed.

In other business, an adjust-
ment to the cash salary table for
pastors for 2009 was approved,
ABC gave an interim report on its
response to the 2007 query on
child abuse prevention, five new
fellowships and two new congre-
gations were welcomed, and
numerous reports were received.


