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The denominational portion of the

Pentecost/300th Anniversary offering will

support a variety of ministries, including the

Consultation on Ministerial Leadership

(below) and Ministry Summer Service (bot-

tom).

Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford

What a beautiful phrase of hope,

promise, and newness comes from

the Messianic chapters of Ezekiel!

The images of new things: new

songs, new names, a new heaven and

a new earth, new life in its wholeness

are authentic pictures of the renewal

and restoration of God’s people, envi-

sioned many times in the Old

Testament. 

Paul echoes the Jews’ expectancy

in 2 Corinthians5:17: “So if anyone

is in Christ, there is a new creation:

everything old has passed away; see,

everything has become new!”

Certainly the experience of the

early followers of Jesus at Pentecost

brought new strength and a binding-

together through God’s Spirit as they

moved into the uncertainty of their

future. As followers of Jesus, we too

seek renewal in the moments, days,

and years of our faith journeys.

What does such newness of spirit

mean for the Church of the Brethren

in this, its 300th anniversary year?

Does Pentecost fire and wind inspire

us to new life? What are the min-

istries of renewal and restoration to

which God calls us? As we look

toward the future, let us join our

hearts and hands together to share

gifts that will bring a new heart and a

new spirit among us. 

Here is how this special offering

will work. Plan to give on either

Pentecost Sunday (May 11) or the

“A new heart I will give you, and a new

spirit I will put within you...”

Ezekiel 36:26a

Giving with a new heart and spirit:
Pentecost/300th Anniversary offering

Sunday following (May 18). When

the offering is received, your congre-

gation will keep one third for local

ministries. Then within four weeks,

forward the remaining two-thirds to

the General Board offices. Staff will

then gather all the offerings sent from

each district and return one-half of

that total (the second third of the total

offering) to the district for district

ministries. 

The final third will be shared with

denominational ministries.

Just as the wind and fire of

Pentecost drew together and strength-

ened Jesus’ followers, through God’s

Spirit we can speak as one voice. 

“We hope and pray that this will be

about new life and one Spirit-filled

voice within the Church of the

Brethren. We encourage 100 percent

participation by congregations across

the country, be it $3, $30, $300, or

$3,000—to symbolize the three life-

changing centuries of continuing the

work of Jesus together. We hope and

pray that your participation will be

about your new life and the vital

work of the entire church!”
--Ken Neher, director of stewardship and

donor development; Carol Bowman,

coordinator of stewardship formation

and education 

C
h

e
ry

l 
B

ru
m

b
a

u
g

h
-C

a
y
fo

rd



Church of the Brethren General Board TAPESTRY * May 2008, Vol. 6, Issue 4

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Upcoming General Board-related
events and activities:

May 4 National Youth Sunday 

May 11  or 18 Pentecost/300th
Anniversary offering (suggested
dates) 

June 1 Summer curriculum quar-
ter begins  

July 12 —16 Annual Conference,
Richmond, Va. 

July 13 300th Anniversary joint
day of worship and celebration
with the Brethren Church, Annual
Conference, Richmond, Va.

July 27 —August 15 Brethren
Volunteer Service Summer Unit
Orientation, Wenatchee, Wash.

TAPESTRY is a newsletter high-
lighting the mission and ministries
of the Church of the Brethren
General Board. It is published by
the Office of Identity and
Relations; Becky Ullom, editor.
TAPESTRY is inserted in each

SOURCE mailing and posted on
www.brethren.org; congregations
and districts are welcome to make
copies for distribution.

FOR THIS WE PRAY: SERVICE
Week of May 4: Read 1 Peter 3:
8-9. This week, ask God to help
you treat people as you have been
called, with the love and humility
in your heart. 

Week of May 11: Turn your heart
to God in remembrance of all of the
long-term volunteers serving in
Christ's service. Give praise for the
volunteers’dedication and willing-
ness to donate time and energy to
those in need around the globe. 

Week of May 18:During the
course of 2008, approximately 28

workcamps will be held in the
United States and abroad.
Workcamps are supported in large
part by the generosity of volun-
teers. Give thanks to God for those
who help others.

Week of May 25:The term “serv-
ice” often leads to the idea of “vol-
unteering.” God’s definition of
service certainly includes, but is not
limited to, volunteering. Ask God
how you can better serve Christ,
regardless of whether that service is
through a formal volunteer program
or not.

RESOURCE CORNER

Check out the online
photo journals at
www.brethren.org/
pjournal/index.htm.
Recent additions
include pictures from
the Global Food Crisis
Fund delegation to
North Korea.

Online Photo Journals

General Board approves ethics document,
celebrates 50th anniversary of women’s

ordination, and hears agency mergerplan
Ethics in Ministr y paper

The board approved a revision of the
paper; the document will go to the
2008 Annual Conference for approval. 

Resolution on 50 Years 
of Women’s Ordination in the 

Church of the Brethren
The board approved the resolution,
marking 2008 as the 50th anniversary
of the 1958 Annual Conference deci-
sion “that women be granted full and
unrestricted rights to ordination.” The
one-page resolution notes that, “Women
have a long history of serving the
denomination in ministry, and conver-
sations about official recognition of
their gifts extend back to the begin-
nings of the church.” 

Merger plan presented
Meeting jointly, the board of the
Association of Brethren Caregivers
(ABC), the General Board, and the
Annual Conference Council heard a
presentation from an Implementation
Committee for a merger of the General
Board and ABC. No action was taken
at the meeting, which was held for the
purposes of information sharing, dis-

cussion, worship, and fellowship. After
the two boards separately approve or
affirm the plan, it will come to the 2008
Annual Conference as a business item.

The Implementation Committee
attempted to “create a simplified,
Christ-called, and Spirit-led structure
incorporating two...agencies and
including the functions of the Annual
Conference Council,” said committee
member David Sollenberger.

The new board structure would allow
all the ministries of both ABC and the
General Board to continue to serve the
church, and would assign the functions
of the Annual Conference Council to
various components of the organiza-
tion. The Implementation Committee
will recommend that the new entity be
called “Church of the Brethren Mission
and Ministry Board.” Other agencies,
committees, and structures of the
denomination remain unchanged.
Annual Conference continues as the
annual meeting of the church and as
the highest and final legislative authori-
ty in the Church of the Brethren.

--Cheryl Brumbaugh Cayford, director of
News Services


