Churh of the Bethen General Boar

TAPESTRY

Caringdr the \wole &bric ofthe Chuh of the Bethen communityMarch 2008\ol. 6, Issue 2

One Great Hour of Sharing

“Do not neglect attend their local church the next
to do good and Morning and make a contribution.
to shae what “An estimated 75,000 churches
you have.” participated. By 1954, the goal for

Hebrews 13:16a  all giving toOne Geat Hour of

Sharingwas $8 million.Today

The One Geat Hour of Sharing projects Supported @ne Geat
offering for 2008 will be collected Hour of Sharingpre under way in
on March 9. more than 100 countries, includ
For years, Brethren have paftic ing the United Stes and Canada.’s
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ipated in this dering. In fact, itis  The Church of the Brethren is §

so firmly established in many con gne of nine denominations on the

gregations that its unique history planning committeewhile the
and role in Church of the Brethren committee produces Worship

ministries is sometimes fgotten.  resources and encourages pattici
According to wwwonegreathour pation in the dering, each
ofsharing/histonhtml: “Following  denomination receives the money
World War II, US Protestant offered by its own congregations.
churches appealed for relief and “Through General Board min
reconstrution in areas devastated stries, Brethren gifts t®ne Geat

by the war Hour of Sharinghelp families and
“In 1949, several denominations villages around the world build

formed a committee to appeal for |ives that are healthgafe, and

support of the separate campaignssystainable,” said Carol Bowman

of their churchesTheir joint state  coordinator of stewardship forma
ment remains remarkably contem tjon and education. “By opening

Amy Hetkert

porary: “This nationwide, united  gur hearts and hands to address  Gifts support General Board programs like

effort by Americas Christians has some of the world deepest Brethren Volunteer Service (top), Brethren
; . . Disaster Ministries (above),intercultural min-
an importance far beyond the needs, we will experience the istries (below) and(workca)lmps (left).

practical goal of fundraisinghis deep Joy and b|essing of Sharing
great joint program will not only  God’s love.”

strengthen the vitally important
relief and rehabilitation work of
the churches overseas, but it will
also prove to all the world how
great is the power generated wher
Christians unite in a common cause,
“A program calledne Geat

Hour was broadcast over the radig)
on March 26, 1949The broadcastz
closed by requesting that listeners

Cheryl Brumbaugh -Cayford




