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A Church of the Brethren delegation visited

farms in North Korea supported by grants

from the Global Food Crisis Fund where

these apples and peanuts were grown.
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The Democratic People’s Republic of

Korea (DPRK), or North Korea, is

largely unknown to our country. The

US does not maintain diplomatic

relationships with North Korea; how-

ever, in a witness of reconciliation,

donors to the Church of the

Brethren’s Global Food Crisis Fund

(GFCF) have given over $800,000

for food relief and agricultural devel-

opment to the country since 1996. 

Four years ago, the GFCF part-

nered with a cluster of farm

cooperatives to help

citizens boost agricul-

tural production and

avert periodic famine. 

In an act rarely

extended to US citizens, a delegation

from the Church of the Brethren was

invited to visit the farms and tour

cultural landmarks in the DPRK.  

The Church of the Brethren was

represented by Timothy McElwee of

the peace studies program of

Manchester College, North

Manchester, Ind.; Young Son Min,

pastor of Grace Christian Church,

Hatfield, Pa., a congregation of

Atlantic Northeast District; and

Howard Royer, Elgin, Ill., manager

of the Global Food Crisis Fund.

The delegation visited farm cooper-

atives that have become annual

GFCF grant recipients and that were

designated by their government for

rehabilitation in order to feed the

farms’ 15,000 residents. The farms

also caught the attention of North

Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Il. 

Jong Il visited one of the communi-

ties and publicly commended its use

of advanced farming techniques. In a

country where 80 percent of the ter-

rain is mountainous, and where fuel

and fertilizer are in short supply, agri-

cultural advances are difficult. 

Beyond cooperation in agriculture,

Brethren members focused on recon-

ciliation, taking steps to help ease 60

years of estrangement between the

US and North Korea. They found

common cause in a Sunday

morning worship service

with the Chilgol Christian

Church, one of two

Protestant churches in

Pyongyang. The minister preached

on 2 Corinthians 5, calling Christians

to be ambassadors of reconciliation.

What message can a delegation

from a peace church share with a gar-

rison state that has long regarded the

military as its foremost institution?

Listening, learning, and cultivating

relationships is a beginning. The

Church of the Brethren has earned

credibility within the DPRK that it is

challenged to exercise well. 

The US and North Korea may be

on the path to a new diplomacy.

Today, North Korea is focused on

“three Rs”—rehabilitation, reconcili-

ation, and reunification. Pray that the

Christian movement be attentive to

and respectful of a North Korea that

both resists and pursues change.
-Howard Royer, Global Food Crisis Fund manager

“Never walk away from someone who

deserves help; your hand is God’s hand

for that person.” 

Proverbs 3: 27, The Message

Kid’s “regnuh”

poster project

Kids are invited to participate

in the Regnuh: Turning Hunger

Around Poster Project. 

The posters are to set forth

kids’ thoughts on how the

world’s nearly one billion pep-

ple who regularly go hungry can

gain access to adequate food

and water on a sustainable basis.

The project is sponsored by

the Global Food Crisis Fund as

part of its 25th anniversary. 

Kids, put on your thinking cap

and help tell the church and the

world the importance of reduc-

ing and even erasing the pain of

hunger from our planet!

Visit www.brethren.org/genbd/

global_mission/GlobalFood/

KidsRegnuhPosterContest.pdf.
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Upcoming General Board-related

events and activities:

March 29—April 3 Christian

Citizenship Seminar, New York

and Washington D.C.

April 4—5 Children’s Disaster

Services training workshop,

Black Rock Church of the

Brethren, Glenville, Pa.

April 4—6 Mission Alive 2008,

Bridgewater (Va.) Church of the

Brethren

April 12—13 Children’s Disaster

Services training workshop, 

La Verne (Calif.) Church of the

Brethren

April 24—27 Cross Cultural

Consultation and Celebration 

Elgin, Ill.

TAPESTRY is a newsletter high-

lighting the mission and ministries

of the Church of the Brethren

General Board. It is published by

the Office of Identity and

Relations; Becky Ullom, editor.

TAPESTRY is inserted in each

SOURCE mailing and posted on

www.brethren.org; congregations

and districts are welcome to make

copies for distribution.

FOR THIS WE PRAY: SIMPLICITY
Week of April 6: “A man asked

Jesus for the secret to eternal life.

After telling the man to follow the

Ten Commandments, Jesus said,

‘You lack one thing; go, sell what

you own, and give the money to the

poor, and you will have treasure in

heaven; then come, follow me.’

When the man heard this, he was

shocked and went away grieving,

for he had many things,” reports

Mark 10:21-22. How do your pos-

sessions relate to your willingness

to follow God’s call in your life?

Week of April 13: Take a moment

to assess the very basic blessings of

your life, such as food, family, and

health. Thank God for the simple

gifts that you have recieved.

Week of April 20: Reduce the clut-

ter in your life to enable a closer,

deeper relationship with God.

Think of ways to simplify your liv-

ing, and pray for the strength to

make necessary changes.

Week of April 27: Each day this

week, thank God for the day’s

beauty and gifts like a clear sky, the

warmth of the sun on your shoul-

ders, or any of nature’s other mira-

cles surrounding us.

RESOURCE CORNER

To help Brethren congregations and indi-

viduals become more educated on the

topic of child abuse prevention, resources

are available online at

www.brethren.org/abc/family/

abuse_prevention.html.

General Board approves joint

‘Resolution Urging Forbearance’

A “Resolution Urging Forbearance”

has been approved by the General

Board, as well as the boards of the

Association of Brethren Caregivers

(ABC)—which initiated the resolu-

tion—and On Earth Peace. ABC

asked for support from the General

Board and On Earth Peace last fall.

After the resolution met with a

mixed reaction from the General

Board, the group voted to receive the

document for the purpose of collabo-

ration. A joint committee including

members from the boards of the three

agencies was then formed to continue

work on refinement of the wording. 

The General Board approved a rec-

ommendation from its executive

committee to adopt the revised reso-

lution on Jan. 31, acting by an e-mail

vote. The resolution will come to the

2008 Annual Conference.

The text of the resolution begins,

“We find ourselves in a world where

people are driven apart by deep dif-

ferences. These divisions seep into

the church, pitting us against one

another in action and language. Yet

God has entrusted us with a ministry

of reconciliation.”

Citing 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 and

Matthew 5:17, and giving a brief

review of scriptural references to for-

bearance–Ephesians 4:2 and 6:9,

Colossians 3:13, and 2 Corinthians

12:6–the paper also quotes from

Annual Conference statements and

offers an overview of Brethren tradi-

tion and history with regard to the

practice of forbearance in the church.

“In the ministry of reconciliation

we are called to love and care for

each other before we are called to

correct one another. Before we are

conservative, liberal, evangelical,

progressive, or any one of the many

labels we put on one another, we are

children of God and brothers and sis-

ters in the church,” the document

continues. In conclusion, five specific

resolutions are given.   

For the full text of the resolution,

go to www.brethren.org/genbd/

GBResolutions/index.html.


