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 Introduction 
 
 
Many religious groups have found the biblical designation Abrethren@ to be so appropriate that 
they have incorporated it into their denominational designations. Thus, there are Plymouth 
Brethren, Evangelical United Brethren, Moravian Brethren, River Brethren or Brethren in Christ, 
and many more. This has made for some serious confusion, however, for there are broad 
differences in religious belief and practice among those bodies sharing the name Abrethren.@ 
Quite distinct from these is the denomination here described. 

The Church of the Brethren is the name since 1908 of one of the older denominations in 
the Free or Believers Church tradition. It was founded in 1708 in Schwarzenau, Germany, by a 
group of Reformed and Lutheran Pietists who adopted beliefs and practices along Anabaptist 
lines. Because of severe persecution and economic necessity, virtually the entire movement 
migrated to North America beginning in 1719.  

Known here as the German Baptist Brethren, or colloquially as ADunkers@ or ADunkards,@ 
the Brethren founded congregations across the nation with heaviest concentration in 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and California. The adult membership in 1999 
was 138,000 in 1029 congregations and 35 fellowships. These figures do not include members of 
independent churches in Nigeria, India, and Ecuador once affiliated with the Church of the 
Brethren. 

Although noncreedal from its inception, the Church of the Brethren has always held to 
the basic tenets of Protestant Christianity. Among the more distinctive practices are the baptism 
of confessing believers by threefold immersion; the observance of the Last Supper by a service 
of feetwashing to symbolize servanthood, a fellowship meal to symbolize brotherhood, and the 
commemorative Eucharist to symbolize Saviorhood; and the anointing of the ill for spiritual and 
bodily health. 

As one of the three Ahistoric peace churches,@ along with the Friends and Mennonites, the 
Brethren have consistently held an official peace witness, often expressed in conscientious 
objection to military service. During World War II, camps (Civilian Public Service) were 
maintained for religious objectors who performed work in the national interest, for example, in 
reforestation and improvement of national lands. Special units were organized as subjects of 
medical research (semi-starvation and control patients), as attendants in mental hospitals, and as 
agricultural technicians. During and after the Korean War, many of these programs were 
continued under the alternative service provisions of Selective Service, and voluntary service 
abroad was introduced, a forerunner of the Peace Corps. 

Also growing out of the peace concern was a worldwide program of relief, 
reconstruction, and welfare as a service of love to those suffering from war, natural catastrophe, 
or social disadvantage, under the auspices of the church agency--the Brethren Service 
Commission. 

In 1948 a program of voluntary service was instituted, which provides both young men 
and women the possibilities of devoting one or two years of their lives to projects of social 
service at home and abroad. Work with migrant laborers, ghetto dwellers, prison inmates, and 
minority groups exemplifies the types of activity undertaken within the Brethren Volunteer 



Service Program, which also includes a training period. More recently, older volunteers have 
also been enrolled in the program, quite often after they have reached retirement age. 

The Brethren are related to six accredited liberal arts colleges/universities and sponsor 
one graduate school of theological education. The general offices are located at Elgin, Illinois, as 
is The Brethren Press; the monthly publication of the Brethren is Messenger. An independent 
scholarly journal, Brethren Life and Thought, is issued in the interests of the denomination. 

In polity, the Brethren combine both congregational and presbyterial practices, with final 
authority vested in an annual conference of elected delegates. A twenty member council, the 
General Board, is the highest executive body and employs a staff centered primarily at the 
general offices. Congregations are organized into districts, twenty-three at present, ordinarily 
with a full-time executive in each one. 

Members of the Church of the Brethren are active in ecumenical relationships from the 
local level through the National and World Councils of Churches. The European offices are 
located in the WCC center in Geneva, Switzerland. 

There are several major branches of the Brethren, each of which considers itself the direct 
descendant of the Schwarzenau Brethren: the Old German Baptist Brethren, organized in 1881;  
the Brethren Church, 1883; the Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches, 1939;  the Dunkard 
Brethren, 1926; and the Conservative Grace Brethren Churches, International, 1991. 
 
 
 
 Resources for Brethren History 
 
 
The following books, articles, and theses provide dependable information on various aspects of 
Brethren belief and heritage. Unless otherwise indicated, the publisher is The Brethren Press 
(formerly Brethren Publishing House), Elgin, IL, 60120. Many of the older books are out of 
print. The scholarly journal, Brethren Life and Thought, which regularly carries articles of 
historical interest, is here abbreviated as BLT. An index of the contents of volumes 1 through 24 
(1956-1981) was published in 1983. Subscriptions and requests for back issues may be sent to 
Bethany Theological Seminary, 615 National Road West, Richmond, IN, 47374. The journal, 
Old Order Notes, began occasional publication in the summer of 1978. Subscriptions and 
requests for back issues may be sent to P.O. Box 791, Greenville, OH 45331. 
 
 
 
Encyclopedia 
 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., ed., The Brethren Encyclopedia (Philadelphia, PA and Oak Brook, IL: 
The Brethren Encyclopedia, Inc., 1983, 1984), Volume 1, A-J, x1iii, 680 p.; Volume 2, K-Z, 
pages 681-1402; Volume 3 (lists and maps, pages 1403-2126). A comprehensive compendium of 
information concerning the beliefs, practices, leadership, organization, institutions, and heritage 
of the religious bodies that trace their origin to the Brethren movement that began in 1708. 
 
 



Bibliographies 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., and Shultz, Lawrence W., eds., AA Brethren Bibliography, 1713-1963,@ 
BLT, 9 (Winter and Spring 1964): 3-177. This lists nearly 1300 publications by Brethren authors 
in chronological order. It contains a checklist of Brethren periodicals and an index of authors, 
editors, and compilers. 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., ASupplement and Index to the Brethren Bibliography,@ BLT, 11 (Spring 
1966): 37-64. Included are additions, corrections, and supplementary bibliographical information 
to the above, along with a topical index covering both the main bibliography and the supplement. 
Also separately printed. 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., AA Second Supplement to the Brethren Bibliography,@ BLT, 15 (Autumn 
1970): 187-204. 
 
Harley, Chester I., AA Study of the Yearbook of the Church of the Brethren,@ Schwarzenau, 1 
(October 1939): 13-61. Includes an index to articles (many historical and biographical) from 
1871 to 1939. 
 
Heckman, Marlin L., AArticles of Brethren Historical Interest in Non-Brethren Journals: A 
Preliminary List,@ BLT, 15 (Autumn 1970): 211-213. 
 
Sappington, Roger E., AA Bibliography of Theses on the Church of the Brethren,@ BLT, 3 
(Winter 1958): 60-70. 
 
Sappington, Roger E., ASupplement to the 1958 Bibliography,@ BLT, 15 (Autumn 1970): 
205-210. 
 
Shaffer, Kenneth M., Jr., AA Third Supplement to the Brethren Bibliography, 1970-1983,@ BLT 
31 (Spring 1986): 70-110. 
 
Related Study: 
Doll, Eugene E., and Funke, Anneliese M., The Ephrata Cloister: An Annotated Bibliography 
(Philadelphia: Carl Shurz Memorial Foundation, 1946). In two parts: ASources for the History of 
the Ephrata Cloisters,@ 3-81; AEphrata: The Printing Press of the Brotherhood, 1745-1794,@ 
83-128; with index. 
 
 
Source Books 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., ed., European Origins of the Brethren (1958), 463p., illus. First in a 
series. 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., ed., The Brethren in Colonial America (1967), 659p., illus. Second in a 
series. 
 



Sappington, Roger E., ed., The Brethren in the New Nation (1976), 496p., illus. Third in a series. 
Sappington, Roger E., ed., The Brethren in Industrial America (1985).  Fourth in a series, 
covering the period from 1865 to 1915. 
 
 
 
Related sources: 
Doll, Eugene E., and Reichmann, Felix, eds., Ephrata As Seen by Contemporaries (Norristown, 
PA.: Pennsylvania German Folklore Society, 1952), xxii, 206p. 
 
Erb, Peter C., ed., Johann Conrad Beissel and the Ephrata Community: Mystical and Historical 
Texts (Lewiston, NY: E. Mellen Press, 1985), 393p. 
 
Hark, J. Max, trans., Chronicon Ephratense: A History of the Community of Seventh Day 
Baptists at Ephrata, Lancaster County, Penna. (Lancaster, PA.: S.H. Zahm, 1889), xvi, 288p.  
The basic chronicle of the Ephrata communitarians, with information on the early Brethren. 
Reprinted 1972. 
 
 
 
General Histories 
 
 
 
Alderfer, Owen A., ed., AThe Brethren--1785 to 1860,@ Ashland Theological Bulletin, 8 (Spring 
1975), 1-92.  Special issue, publishing papers given at Ashland, Ohio, on April 19-20, 1974. 
 
Bittinger, Emmert F., ed., Brethren in Transition: 20th Century Directions & Dilemmas 
(Camden, ME: Penobscot Press, 1992), 245p.  
 
Bittinger, Emmert F., Heritage and Promise: Perspectives on the Church of the Brethren (1970, 
revised 1983), 158p., illus.  A study guide. 
 
Bowman, Carl F., Brethren Society: The Cultural Transformation of a APeculiar People@ 
(Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995), xii, 491p. 
 
Bowman, Carl F., and Longenecker, Stephen L., eds., Anabaptist Currents: History in 
Conversation with the Present (Camden, MA: Penobscot Press, 1995), 319p. 
 
Brown, Dale W., Understanding Pietism, rev. ed. (Nappanee, IN: Evangelical Publishing House, 
1996), 182p.  A helpful introduction to the movement which helped shape the Brethren. 
 
Brubaker, Pamela, She Hath Done What She Could: A History of Women=s Participation in the 
Church of the Brethren (1985), xvii, 222p. 
 



Brumbaugh, Martin G., History of the German Baptist Brethren (1899), xxii, 559p., illus. Covers 
European and colonial history and includes many original sources; reprinted 1907, 1961, 1971. 
 
 
Church of the Brethren, Two Centuries of the Church of the Brethren (1908), 398p., illus. 
Bicentennial addresses by twenty-four authors.  
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., Brethren Beginnings (Philadelphia, PA: Brethren Encyclopedia, Inc., 
1992), x, 99p. 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., AThe Brethren in Early American Church Life,@ in F. Ernest Stoeffler, 
ed., Continental Pietism and Early American Christianity (Grand Rapids, MI.: Eerdmans, 1976), 
pp. 222-265. 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., ed., The Church of the Brethren: Yesterday and Today (1986), xiv, 246p.  
Essays on Brethren life, thought, and practice for an ecumenical readership. 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., Fruit of the Vine: A History of the Brethren, 1708-1995 (1997), xiv, 
675p., illus.  
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., ed., Meet the Brethren (Philadelphia, PA: The Brethren Encyclopedia, 
Inc., 1995), 123p., illus. Collection of Brethren Encyclopedia articles concerning each of five 
Brethren groups. 
 
Eller, David B., AThe Brethren in the Western Ohio Valley, 1790-1850: German Baptist 
Settlement and Frontier Accommodation@ (Ph.D. dissertation, Miami University, 1976), 238p. 
 
Ensign, C. David, ARadical German Pietism@ (Ph.D. dissertation, Boston University, 1955), 
448p. 
 
Falkenstein, George N., The German Baptist Brethren or Dunkers (Lancaster, PA: Pennsylvania 
German Society, 1900), 148p., illus. Predominantly on Germantown. 
 
Holsinger, Henry R., History of the Tunkers and the Brethren Church (Lathrop, CA: the author, 
1901), 826p., illus. By the founder of the Progressive Brethren; reprinted 1962. 
 
Kent, Homer A., Sr., Conquering Frontiers: A History of the Brethren Church (Winona Lake, 
IN.: Brethren Missionary Herald Co., 1972), 245p., illus. Grace Brethren history, revised edition, 
originally published in 1958. 
 
Kimmel, John M., Chronicles of the Brethren (Covington, OH: Little Printing Co., 1951), 324p. 
Old German Baptist Brethren history. 
 
Lehman, James H., The Old Brethren (New York: Pillar Books, 1976), 384p. An intensive study 
of 1840-1850 in Brethren history. 
 



Longenecker, Stephen L., ed., The Dilemma of Anabaptist Piety (Camden, ME: Penobscot Press, 
1997), 237p. 
Longenecker, Stephen L., Pennsylvania German Religion, 1700-1850 (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow 
Press, 1994), xv, 195p. 
 
Mallott, Floyd E., Studies in Brethren History (1954), 382p., illus. A survey treatment of 
Brethren history, emphasizing socioeconomic factors; reprinted 1980. 
 
Miller, J.E., The Story of Our Church (1957), 214p. Revised edition of a history for young 
people, originally published in 1941. 
 
Muir, Gladdys E., Settlement of the Brethren on the Pacific Slope (1939), 469p., illus. 
 
Ronk, Albert T., History of the Brethren Church (Ashland, OH: Brethren Publishing Company, 
1968), 524p. Progressive Brethren history. 
 
Rupel, Esther Fern, Brethren Dress: A Testimony To Faith (Philadelphia, PA: Brethren 
Encyclopedia, Inc., 1994), xviii, 183p., illus. 
 
Sappington, Roger E., ed., Brethren Life and Thought, 24 (Summer 1979), 131-191. Special 
issue of papers given at the conference of Brethren historians held at Bridgewater, VA, on April 
28-29, 1978. See also BLT, 24 (Autumn 1979), 230-239 for additional papers from the meeting. 
 
Sappington, Roger E., Brethren Social Policy (1961), 220p. Best study of the social program of 
the Brethren in the 20th century. 
 
Shultz, Lawrence W., A Mural History of the Church of the Brethren (Milford, IN:Camp 
Alexander Mack, 1953), 32p. illus. Outline history based on mural paintings by Medford Neher. 
 
Shultz, Lawrence W., Schwarzenau Yesterday and Today (Winona Lake, IN.: author, 1954), 
111p., illus. Revised edition published in 1977. 
 
Winger, Otho, History and Doctrine of the Church of the Brethren (1919), 320p. Textbook 
format, with biographies. 
 
Willoughby William G., Counting the Cost (1979), 176p, illus. A biography of Alexander Mack, 
the first Brethren minister, with information on the early movement. 
 
Ziegler, Edward K., ed., AThe Assembly of the Brethren,@ BLT, 19 (Winter 1974), 2-79. Special 
issue, publishing papers given at a meeting held at the Tunker House, Broadway, VA, on June 
12-13, 1973. 
 
See also district and congregational histories. (A list of district and area histories is available 
from the Brethren Historical Library and Archives.) 
 
 



Minutes 
 
 
Kurtz, Henry, ed., The Brethren=s Encyclopedia (Columbiana, OH, 1867), vii, 200p. 
 
Church of the Brethren, Minutes of the Annual Meetings of the Church of the Brethren...1778 to 
1909 (1909), 944p. 
 
Church of the Brethren, Revised Minutes of the Annual Meetings...1778-1922 (1922), 266p. 
 
Hartsough, H.L., Miller, J.E., and Garber, Ora W., comps., Minutes of the Annual Conferences 
...1923-1944 (1946), 208p. 
 
Garber, Ora W., comp., Minutes of the Annual Conferences of the Church of the Brethren, 
1945-1954 (1956), 231p. 
 
Garber, Ora W., comp., Minutes of the Annual Conferences of the Church of the Brethren, 
1955-1964 (1965), 363p. 
 
Eberly, William R., comp., Minutes of the Annual Conferences of the Church of the Brethren, 
1965-1969 (1970), 436p. 
 
Eberly, William, R., comp. Minutes of the Annual Conferences of the Church of the Brethren, 
1970-1974 (1975), 445p. 
 
Ruff, Phyllis Kingery, comp., Minutes of the Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren, 
1975-1979 (1980), 589p. 
 
Ruff, Phyllis Kingery, comp. Minutes of the Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren, 
1980-1984 (1985), 727p. 
 
Annual Conference Office, comp., Minutes of the Annual Conference of the Church of the 
Brethren, 1985-1989 (1990), 909p. 
 
Annual Conference Office, comp., Minutes of the Annual Conference of the Church of the 
Brethren, 1990-1994 (1995), 778p.  
 
 
 
Biographies 
 
 
Cable, W. Arthur, and Sanger, Homer F., Educational Blue Book and Directory of the Church of 
the Brethren, 1708-1923 (1923), 656p., illus. 
 



Church of the Brethren, Brethren Builders in Our Century (1952), 192p., illus.  Thirty 
biographical sketches. 
Flory, John S., Builders of the Church of the Brethren (1925), 137p., illus. 
 
Long, Inez,  Faces Among the Faithful   (1962), 194p.  Twenty-eight biographies of women 
leaders. 
 
Miller, D.L., and Royer, Galen B., Some Who Led (1912), 223p., illus. Sixty-four biographies of 
18th-and 19th-century leaders.. 
 
Moore, J.H., Some Brethren Pathfinders (1929), 366p. Stresses mid-western pioneers. 
 
See also biographies of individual church leaders. 
 
 
Education 
 
 
Bowman, Paul Haynes, Brethren Education in the Southeast (Bridgewater, VA: Bridgewater 
College, 1956), 337p., illus. Describes several Brethren colleges. 
 
Boyers, Auburn A., AChanging Conceptions of Education in the Church of the Brethren@ (D.E. 
dissertation, University of Pittsburgh, 1969), iii, 210p. Largely published in BLT (1971-1975). 
 
Flory, John S., AA History of Education in the Church of the Brethren,@ in W. Arthur Cable and 
Homer F. Sanger, Educational Blue Book and Directory (1923), pp. 21-104. 
 
Hanle, Robert V., AA History of Higher Education Among the German Baptist Brethren@ (Ph.D. 
dissertation, University of Pennsylvania, 1974), xxxiii, 317p. 
 
Henry, Tobias F., AThe Development of Religious Education in the Church of the Brethren in the 
United States@ (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Pittsburgh, 1938), 186p. 
 
Kaylor, Earl C., Jr., Martin Grove Brumbaugh (Cranbury, NJ: Associated University Presses, 
1996), 382p. 
 
Lehman, James H., Beyond Anything Foreseen: A Study of the History of Higher Education in 
the Church of the Brethren (1976), 150p. Includes 18 pages of graphs incorporating much 
statistical data. 
 
Noffsinger, John S., A Program for Higher Education in the Church of the Brethren (New York: 
Columbia University, 1925), vi, 80p. 
 
Sharp, S. Z., The Educational History of the Church of the Brethren (1923), 383p. The first 
comprehensive treatment. 
 



There are many publications dealing with individual Brethren institutions, the names and 
addresses of which are listed under ARepositories.@ 
 
Literature 
 
 
Flory, John S., Literary Activity of the German Baptist Brethren in the Eighteenth Century 
(1908), xii, 333p.  
 
Flory, John S., ALiterary Activity of the Brethren in the Nineteenth Century,@ in Yearbook of the 
Church of the Brethren (1919), pp. 39-45. 
 
Grisso, Lillian, comp., Heritage of Devotion (1944), 277p. An anthology of devotional literature. 
 
Heckman, Samuel B., The Religious Poetry of Alexander Mack, Jr. (1912), 268p. 
 
Hocker, Edward W., The Sower Printing House of Colonial Times (Norristown, PA: 
Pennsylvania German Society, 1948), 125p. illus. 
 
Longenecker, Stephen L., The Christopher Sauers (1981), 196p. 
 
McFadden, Glenn, ADunkers As Publishers,@ Schwarzenau, 3 (1941) 5-22. 
 
 
Liturgy 
 
 
Church of the Brethren and others, Hymnal: A Worship Book (1992), vi, 904p. 
 
Church of the Brethren, For All Who Minister (1993), xiii, 454p.  
 
Durnbaugh, Hedda, The German Hymnody of the Brethren, 1720-1903 (Philadelphia, PA: 
Brethren Encyclopedia, Inc., 1986), v, 322p. 
 
Eller, Vernard, In Place of Sacraments (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1972), 144p. 
 
Faus, Nancy, and others, eds., We Gather Together (1979), x, 236p. A compilation of worship 
aids. 
 
Fisher, Nevin, The History of Brethren Hymnbooks (Bridgewater, VA: Beacon Publishers, 1950), 
153p. Describes the English language hymnals. 
 
Fyock, Joan A., Hymnal Companion (1996), x, 752p. Provides background on hymns and 
worship resources in the 1992 Hymnal: A Worship Book. 
 



Hinks, Donald R., Brethren Hymn Books and Hymnals, 1720-1884 (Gettysburg, PA: Brethren 
Heritage Press, 1986), 205p., illus. 
 
Morse, Kenneth I., Move in Our Midst (1977), 159p. A study of worship practices and beliefs. 
 
Shultz, Joseph R., The Soul of the Symbols (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1966), 198p. A 
theological study of communion. 
 
Statler, Ruth Beeghley and Fisher, Nevin W., Handbook on Brethren Hymns (1959), 93p. 
 
 
 
Missions 
 
 
Church of the Brethren, Our Churches in Other Lands (1952-53), 63p. 
 
Crouse, B. Merle, Bread Upon the Waters (1976), 24p. 
 
Gribble, Florence L., Stranger Than Fiction (Winona Lake, IN: Brethren Missionary Herald Co., 
1957), 249p. 
 
Moyer, Elgin, Missions in the Church of the Brethren (1931), 301p. 
 
Royer, Galen B., Thirty-Three Years of Missions in the Church of the Brethren (1913), 482p. 
 
Yoder, Charles F., The Argentine Mission Field (Ashland, OH: Brethren Publishing Co., 1930), 
163p. 
 
 
Peace 
 
 
Arnett, Ronald C., Dwell in Peace: Applying Nonviolence to Everyday Relationships (1980), 
156p. 
 
Aukerman, Dale, Darkening Valley: A Biblical Perspective on Nuclear War (Scottdale, PA: 
Herald Press, 1989), xiii, 236p.  Originally Published by Seabury Press in 1981. 
 
Bowman, Rufus D., The Church of the Brethren and War (1944), 348p. The most thorough 
treatment to date. Reprinted, with an introduction by Donald F. Durnbaugh (New York: Garland 
Publishing Co, 1971). 
 
Brock, Peter, Freedom From Violence: Sectarian Nonresistance from the Middle Ages to the 
Great War (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1991), x, 385p.  See Chapters 17-19 on 
Brethren pacifism. 



Brock, Peter, Pacifism in the United States (Princeton: University Press, 1968), xii, 1005p. An 
exhaustive study, with much information on the Brethren. 
Brown, Dale W., Biblical Pacifism (1970, revised 1985), 152p. Historical and theological 
appraisal. (Former title, Brethren and Pacifism). 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., Pragmatic Prophet: The Life Of Michael Robert Zigler (1989), xii, 416p., 
illus. 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., ed., On Earth Peace (1978), 412p. Discussions on peace issues by the 
Historic Peace Churches and members of the ecumenical movement. 
 
Eisan, Leslie, Pathways of Peace (1948), 480p., illus. Study of the Brethren Civilian Public 
Service Program in World War II. 
 
Longenecker, Stephen L., Selma=s Peacemaker: Ralph Smeltzer and Civil Rights Mediation 
(Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 1987), xii, 273p. 
 
Roop, John D., and Moomaw, Daniel C., comps., Christianity Versus War, rev ed. (1949), v, 
203p. 
 
Royer, Don, AThe Acculturation Process and the Peace Doctrine of the Church of the Brethren in 
the Central Region of the United States,@ (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Chicago, 1955), 
428p. 
 
Sanger, Samuel F., and Hays, Daniel, The Olive Branch of Peace...(1907), 232p., illus. On the 
Civil War.  Reprinted 1997. 
 
Weiss, Lorell, ASocio-Psychological Factors in the Pacifism of the Church of the Brethren 
During the Second World War@ (Ph.D. dissertation, University of California, 1957), 342p. 
 
 
Polity 
 
 
Bowman, S. Loren, Power and Polity Among the Brethren: A Study of Church Governance 
(1987), xi, 158p. 
 
Church of the Brethren, Manual of Organization and Polity, (1992), 145p. 
 
 
Service 
 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F., ed., To Serve the Present Age: The Brethren Service Story (1975), 224p., 
illus. By M. R. Zigler and sixteen other BSC workers. 
 



Kreider, J. Kenneth, Cup of Cold Water. Tentative title of forthcoming book on Brethren 
Service. 
 
Lehman, James H., Living the Story: 50 years of Brethren Volunteer Service (Elgin, IL: BVS, 
1998), 16p. 
 
Morse, Kenneth I., New Windsor Center (1979), 104p., illus. 
 
Weiss, Lorell, Ten Years of Brethren Service (1952), 30p., illus. 
 
 
Sociological Analysis 
 
 
Blair, Robert B., AModernization and Subgroup Formation in a Religious Organization: A Case 
Study of the Church of the Brethren@ (Ph.D. dissertation, Northwestern University, 1974), xxvi, 
270p.  Published in part in BLT (1976). 
 
Dove, Frederick D., Cultural Changes in the Church of the Brethren (1932), 256p. 
 
Eshelman, Robert F., AA Study of Changes in the Value Patterns in the Church of the Brethren@ 
(Ph.D. dissertation, Cornell University, 1948), x, 251p. 
 
Gillin, John L., The Dunkers: A Sociological Interpretation (New York: the author, 1906), 238p.; 
reprinted 1972. 
 
Ziegler, Jesse H., The Broken Cup: Three Generations of Dunkers (1942), 190p. 
 
 
Study Conferences 
 
 
Bollinger, Richard, The Church in a Changing World (1965), 106p. Report of a conference on 
AThe Meaning of Membership in the Body of Christ@ (1964).  
 
Church of the Brethren, Variations on a Theme (1969), 95p. Study materials for a conference on 
the theme AFaithfulness in Change@ (1969).  
 
Report of the Proceedings of the [1992] Brethren World Assembly, Elizabethtown College, 
Elizabethtown, PA, July 15-18, 1992 (Elizabethtown, PA: Young Center for the Study of 
Anabaptist and Pietist Groups/Brethren Encyclopedia, Inc., 1994), iii, various paging. The theme 
for this first assembly was AChrist Is Lord: Affirming Our Faith Heritage.@  Edited by Donald F. 
Durnbaugh. 
 
Report of the Proceedings of the 1998 Brethren World Assembly, Bridgewater College, 
Bridgewater, VA, July 15-18, 1998 (Ashland, OH: Ashland Theological Seminary/Brethren 



Encyclopedia, Inc., 1999), v, 289p.  The theme for this second assembly was AFaith and Family: 
Challenges and Commitments.@  Edited by Dale R. Stoffer. 
 
Weiss, Lorell, Therefore Brethren...(1962), 123p. A study guide based on a conference on AThe 
Nature and Function of the Church@ (1960). 
 
 
Theology and Belief 
 
 
Bauman, Louis S., The Faith Once for All Delivered Unto the Saints (Winona Lake, IN: Brethren 
Missionary Herald Co., 1934), 122p. Grace Brethren; often reprinted. 
 
Beahm, William M., Studies in Christian Belief (1958), 279p. A basic statement. 
 
Bowman, Paul Haynes, ed., The Adventurous Future (1959), 296p. Compilation of addresses for 
the 250th Anniversary, with statements and resolutions. 
 
Brown, Dale W., Flamed by the Spirit (1978), 80p. A Brethren perspective on the charismatic 
movement.  
 
Eberly, William R., ed., The Complete Writings of Alexander Mack (Winona Lake, IN: BMH 
Books, 1991), vi, 120p.  
 
Frantz, Edward, Basic Belief (1943), 175p. 
 
Hogan, Herbert, AThe Intellectual Impact of the 20th Century on the Church of the Brethren@ 
(Ph.D. dissertation, Claremont Graduate School, 1958), 452p. 
 
McClain, Alva J., The Greatness of the Kingdom (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1959), 556p.  
A Grace Brethren theological study. 
 
Nead, Peter, Theological Writings on Various Subjects (Dayton, OH, 1850), 472p.  The most 
influential doctrinal statement of the 19th century; reprinted 1866, 1950, 1985, 1997. 
 
Stoffer, Dale R., Background and Development of Brethren Doctrines 1650-1987 (Philadelphia, 
PA: Brethren Encyclopedia, Inc., 1989), 327p.. 
 
Willoughby, William G., The Beliefs of the Early Brethren, 1706-1735 (Philadelphia, PA: 
Brethren Encyclopedia, Inc., 1999), x, 108p.  
 
Yoder, Charles F., God=s Means of Grace (1908), 631p; reprinted 1979. 
 
Ziegler, Edward K., Simple Living (1974), 127p. 
 
 



 Repositories 
 
 
Relatively complete collections of Brethren documents, literature, and periodicals may be found 
in the following places: 
 
Ashland Theological Seminary (Roger E. Darling Memorial Library), Ashland, OH 44805 
 
Bethany Theological Seminary.   Library services provided by the Lilly Library, Richmond, IN 
47374 
 
Brethren Historical Library and Archives, 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120 
 
Bridgewater College (Alexander Mack Memorial Library), Bridgewater, VA 22812 
 
Elizabethtown College (High Library), Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
 
Grace Theological Seminary (Morgan Library), Winona Lake, IN 46590 
 
Juniata College (L.A.Beeghy Library), Huntingdon, PA 16652 
 
Manchester College (Funderburg Library), North Manchester, IN 46962 
 
McPherson College (Miller Library), McPherson, KS 67460 
 
University of La Verne (Elvin and Betty Wilson Library), La Verne, CA 91750 
 
 
Other Major Collections 
 
Bluffton College, Bluffton, OH 45817 
 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 1300 Locust St., Philadelphia, PA 19104 
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