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Congregations, Districts and Homes 
Can Forge New Relationships

By Ralph McFadden, Coordinator of Shared Services, Association of Brethren Caregivers

The Church of the Brethren has 24
retirement homes. One of the homes is a for-
profit facility. The homes are related directly to 
17 of the districts — and related indirectly to a
number of others. Statistically, from 2001
information, there are more than 7,000 residents.
The percent of Brethren in the homes range from
a high of 66 percent to a low of 2 percent. But
don’t let the low figure fool you. Often the
administrators of those homes with a low
percentage of Church of the Brethren members
are still very closely involved with the Church of
the Brethren.

The homes offer a continuum of care, often
called “Aging in Place”:  independent living units,
assisted living, skilled nursing care, Alzheimer’s
and dementia care, and hospice care. Some of
the homes are “stand-alone” homes with self-
perpetuating boards, and some are wholly owned
by a congregation or by a district with either a
board made up of all Church of the Brethren
members or a majority of Church of the Brethren
members.

Recently the Partner Council of the
Fellowship of Brethren Homes, a ministry of the
Association of Brethren Caregivers, appointed a
District/Home Committee for the purpose of
encouraging strong and healthy relationships of
districts, congregations and homes. I have found,
as I have visited all of the homes and talked with
some of the District Ministers, that the
communication between homes and districts
varies a great deal. There are some very
extraordinarily healthy and grounded relationships
of homes, congregations and districts. And there

are some situations for homes and districts where
the communication is not strong.

The District/Home Committee works at
strengthening district and home relationships. In
that regard, some concerns come up from time to
time. Some members of
congregations feel that
the homes are large
institutions with good
or excellent facilities,
and that they do not
need the church, or the
congregation, or the district. Sometimes the staff
of the homes feels that the churches and the
pastors really do not understand the history,
mission and program of the homes.

Congregations and homes have much to
offer each other. For instance, the homes can,
with the support of the district and congregations,
use volunteers for all manner of help. 
Many of the homes need qualified board
members. And on the other side of the equation,
many of the homes are more than willing to offer
educational opportunities on caring for a parent
with Alzheimer’s Disease, what to consider when
looking for a skilled nursing facility, dealing with
grief and loss, or preparing financially for long-
term care. Staff persons in the homes can offer
many quality workshops, especially in the arena
of older adult ministries.

One excellent model currently has been
developed by The Village of Morrisons Cove and
Middle Pennsylvania. The Village at Morrisons
Cove understands that its ministry with older
adults is not narrowly focused only on the
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Only about 6 percent of the population
resides in retirement communities and that
percentage is not likely to increase by much in
the next decade. What does that say about the
ministry to older adults in the Church of the
Brethren? It is my belief that our ministry extends
to all older adults in the region we serve. We
should expand our view of ministry to assist in
preparing older adults to reinvent life in the later
years. We have often done this in the past by
offering estate planning seminars to encourage
people to prepare wills and make sure their
financial affairs are in order. This endeavor,
however, is too limited.

The Village at Morrisons Cove and Middle
Pennyslvania District have agreed to co-sponsor
activities throughout the district. The district will
schedule and promote, and the Village will
provide financing and the expertise for these
events. This fall we will provide a seminar for
ministers who provide pastoral care to families
dealing with an older adult with dementia. The
minister will be able to earn CEU credits. We will
also provide a session for families that have a
family member who suffers from dementia. We
already provide bereavement groups for families
who have lost a loved one.

The facility has become one of the sponsors
of a new curriculum for older adults developed

by the Mennonites, entitled Reinventing the Way
We Age. The facility will assist churches in
presenting these sessions in church school classes.
These sessions will cover health care, financing
older adult life, spirituality, intergenerational
relationships, volunteering, and other topics. 
Ken Dychtwald suggests that fully 25 million
people will be unprepared for older adult life in
the next decade.

We interface with the larger community by
sponsoring a Family Fun Day that brings residents
and citizens of the region together in a day-long
fair at the facility. We have an excellent volunteer
program from Junior High youth to older adults
that provides many hours of volunteer time. This
year we have added Reasy’s Tot Lot that provides
childcare for our staff as well as the local
community. Older adults in the independent living
units are now part of an Adopt-a-Grandparent
program. Our major task remains assuring the
integration of life on campus with the citizens of
the region and the members of local churches,
and letting people know our ministry extends
beyond the boundaries of our facility.

This article appeared in The Pettikoffer Papers, a
monthly newsletter for administrators and CEOs of
Brethren-affiliated retirement centers. It is published
by the Association of Brethren Caregivers.

Ministry to Older Adults

By Robert Neff, Associate for Resource Development, 
The Village at Morrisons Cove, Martinsburg, Pa.

residents or even on the older adults of the
community. The district and the home have
collaborated on a model that encourages a
ministry with older adults in the Church of the
Brethren whether or not they become residents.
The Village, as an agency of the Church of the
Brethren, recognizes that a part of its mission is to
work collaboratively with the district in education
and support not only of adults, but with
congregations asking for such support. For more
information, see Robert Neff ’s article.

There are other models. The three homes in
Atlantic Northeast District have collaborated with
the district on an attractive promotional
brochure. The District Minister of Atlantic
Northeast District  has a quarterly luncheon with

the administrators of the three homes. Atlantic
Southeast is working on a policy that identifies a
working relationship between The Palms — a for-
profit home, Palms Estates, and the district.
Southern Pennsylvania and the Brethren Home
Community have a rich history and working
relationship. Pinecrest Community, Pleasant Hill
Village and the District Minister in Illinois-
Wisconsin District are looking at a model similar
to that of Middle Pennsylvania.

The history of almost all of the homes
identifies that the home was started as a mission,
for the indigent, for widows of ministers, or for
widows and orphans. That mission continues. 
The bridges need to be built or rebuilt, between
the homes, congregations and district.
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Brethren-affiliated Retirement Centers

Brethren Hillcrest Homes
2705 Mountain View Drive
La Verne, CA 91750
(909) 593-4917 Fax: (909) 596-5538
Charles E. Cable, president and CEO
Email: charlescable@hillcresthomes.org

The Brethren Home Community
2990 Carlisle Pike
P.O. Box 128
New Oxford, PA 17350-0128
(717) 624-2161 Fax: (717) 624-5252
Judith C. Wallace, president
Email:  j.wallace@brethrenhome.org
www.brethrenhome.com

The Brethren Retirement Community
750 Chestnut Street
Greenville, OH 45331-1397
(937) 547-8000 Fax: (937) 547 8096
R. Scott Puckett, president and CEO
Email: Scott.puckett@bhrc.org
www.bhrc.org

Brethren Village
PO Box 5093
Lancaster, PA 17606-5093
(717) 569-2657 Fax: (717) 581-4400
Gary N. Clouser, president
Email: garyc@bv.org
www.bv.org

Bridgewater Retirement Community
302 North Second Street
Bridgewater, VA 22812
(540) 828-2531 Fax: (540) 828-2668
Paul A. Hoyt, president
Email: phoyt@bridgewaterretirement.org
www.bridgewatercommunity.org

Casa De Modesto
1745 Eldena Way
Modesto, CA 95350
(209) 529-4950 Fax: (209) 529-0957
Carolyn Myers Amaral, administrator
Email: cdm@casademodesto.org
www.casademodesto.org

The Cedars
1021 Cedars Drive
McPherson, KS 67460-5098
(620) 241-0919 Fax: (620) 241 0254
LeRoy Weddle, CEO
Email:  cedars@alltel.net
www.thecedars.org

Church of the Brethren Home
1005 Hoffman Avenue
Windber, PA 15963
(814) 467-5505 Fax:(814) 467-6437
Thomas Reckner, administrator
Email: cbrethren@aol.com

Fahrney-Keedy Memorial Home, Inc.
8507 Mapleville Road
Boonsboro, MD 21713-1844
(301) 733-6284 Fax: (301) 733- 2733
Richard Bowman, administrator
Email:  no email address

Garden Terrace and Garden Terrace West
500 North Emerson Ave.
Wenatchee, WA 98801-2079
(509) 663-2154 Fax: (509) 663-1440
Leanne Ford, administrator
Email:  Garden.terrace@verizon.net

Good Shepherd Home
725 Columbus Avenue
Fostoria, OH 44830
(419) 435-1801 Fax: (419) 435-1594
Chris Widman, executive director
Email: cpw.gsh@bright.net
www.goodshepherdhome.com

John Reed Home for the Aged
124 John Reed Home Road
Limestone, TN 37681
(423) 257-6122 Fax: (423) 257-2609
Jan Ford, administrator
Email: johnreed@preferred.com
www.geocities.com/HotSprings/Spa/8321/johnreed.html



Lebanon Valley Brethren Home
1200 Grubb Street
Palmyra, PA 17078-3513
(717) 838-5406
Fax: (717) 838-3826
Cathy Snell, president and CEO
Email: lvbhcsnell@aol.com
www.lvbh.org

Long Beach Brethren Manor
3333 Pacific Place
Long Beach, CA 90806-1259
(562) 426-6547 Fax: (562) 427-7070
Roger Schrunk, administrator
Email: rschrunk@lomco.com

Northaven Retirement Residence and 
Assisted Living
11045 8th Avenue
Seattle, WA 98125
(206) 365-3020 Fax: (206) 365-0267
Sandra Keuss, administrator
Email: skeuss@northaven.com
www.northaven.com

The Palms Estates of Highland County, Inc.
PO Box 364
Lorida, FL 33857-0364
(863) 655-1909 Fax: (863) 655-0111
Harry and Agatha Johnson, co-executive directors
Email: Thepalms@inni.net

Peter Becker Community
800 Maple Avenue
Harleysville, PA 19438
(215) 256-9501 Fax:(215) 256-9768
Rodney Mason, president
Email: r.mason@peterbeckercommunity.com
www.peterbeckercommunity.com

Pinecrest Community
414 South Wesley Avenue
Mount Morris, IL 61054
(815) 734-4103 Fax:(815) 734-7318
Vernon Showalter, administrator
Email: info@pinecrestcommunity.org
www.pinecrestcommunity.org

Pleasant Hill Village
1010 West North Street
Girard, IL 62640
(217) 627-2181 Fax: (217) 627 9703
Paulette Buch-Miller, administrator
Email: phv@ctllc.com

Spurgeon Manor
1204 Linden
Dallas Center, IA 50063
(515) 992-3735 Fax: (515) 992-3098
Eldred Kingery, administrator
Email: spurgeon@prairieinet.net
www.netins.net/showcase/spurgeonmanor

Timbercrest Church of the Brethren Home, Inc.
PO Box 501 
North Manchester, IN 46962-0501
(260) 982-2118 Fax: (260) 982-4385
David Lawrenz, administrator
Email: dlawrenz@timbercrest.org
www.timbercrest.org

The Village at Morrisons Cove 
429 South Market Street
Martinsburg, PA 16662
(814) 793-2104 Fax: (814) 793-3798
Corey I. Jones, CEO
Email: mchjones@aol.com
www.mchome.org

West View Manor  
1715 Mechanicsburg Road
Wooster, OH 44691
(330) 264-8640 Fax: (330) 264 -8396
Robert T. Griggs, administrator
Email: griggsr@neobright.net

Affiliate Member
The Palms of Sebring
725 South Pine Street
Sebring, FL 33870
(863) 385-0161 Fax: (863) 385-2385
Gary Keach, administrator
Email: gkeach@earthlink.net
Ted McMullan, president
Email: Tedmcmullan@southbell.net
www.palmsofsebring.com
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